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OW do you tell the story of an

Island? This was the question

that Mark Edwards and Steffi

Schulz pondered when they de-
cided to embark on writing their photo por-
trait book, “Faces of Mallorca.” The remark-
able result has received endorsement from
the highest places, including the Majorcan
tourist industry.

I'was fortunate to meet Mark in the early
stages, and to witness first-hand the fasci-
nating metamorphosis from idea to frui-
tion. Finally, with the launch this week,
November 11, I asked Mark and Steffi about
the book’s journey. Their reasons for writ-
ingit and their expectations for the book.

What gave you theidea of the book?

“As British and German friends who were
based on the island, we found that the most
common thing for foreignersin Mallorca was
to know mainly other expats, and barely
have any access to the Majorcans themselves
- and we really wanted to change that, for
ourselves and for the reader.

We felt that Majorcahadasun, seaand sand
stereotype and we wanted to get beyond this.
We wanted people to meet with as diverse a
group of locals as possible.

Funnily enough, both ofushadhad theidea
to create a photo book about people’s stories
foralong time. When we became friends, we
saw the opportunity to collaborate and bring
our skills together to achieve this.”

Who were you seeking to appeal when
writing the book?

“On the surface, it is a beautiful photo book
and can be enjoyed as such. People who en-
joy looking though beautifulimagesand hav-
ing visual glimpses into people’s lives will,
we hope, loveit.

On another level, we also feel that people
with a connection to Majorca - or people
wishing to know more about Majorca - will
enjoy it.

Through the images and short texts, you
can find out somuch about Majorcan culture.
The language, the personality of its people
together with their hopes and dreams. We
never wanted to write an academic book
about history or culture. Yet, as you look
into the eyes of the people, and glance over
their stories, you will get immersed into the
personality of the Majorcans.

What did you learn?

We had a number of native islanders telling
usagain and again what it means to beaMa-
jorcan. Since there were so many consisten-
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cies, we decided to write the first two pages
from the perspective of a single Majorcan.
Wereally hope we have captured the essence
ofwhatitistobeMajorcan through all thein-
teractions we had.

We learnt a great deal about Majorcan his-
tory and its impact. Majorca has been in-
vaded over centuries so many times. Its peo-
ple also been betrayed and exploited so fre-
quently, that over time they often chose to
stick to their own family and close friends,
with it sometimes taking awhile to trustout-
siders.

What did you love about the process?
Mark: In writing the book we got to have ex-
periences and adventures we would never
normally have had the opportunity to enjoy.
Steffi: For me it was especially the encoun-
ters with all these different people. Getting
to understand what makes them who they
are, and what they dream of was amazing.
Then, as Mark mentioned, the book took us
out on so many adventures. There were so
many things you wouldn’t normally do. For
example, to go out at 5 in the morning on a
fishing boat, or climb high up on a light-
house, where one of its last keepers told us
abouthis life. It wasa life changing journey!
Mark: For me, kicking a ball around with

Laura
Stadler

the captain of Mallorca FC, playing tennis
across the court from Toni Nadal, who had
trained Rafa for years, and photographing
street artists on anight outin Magalluf were
some of the most surreal, craziest experi-
ences I could imagine experiencing.

Did you haveany favourite people inyour
travels?

Mark: That’s such a difficult question. For
some people it was their story. For others, it
wasthevisualtalewecouldtell. Forme,the
person who really stays with me isJordi Ma-
ranges. Part of Jordi’s story was very moving,
since he described his struggle to be openly
homosexual within what he perceived as a
conservative society. Together we decided
that he would “dress up” and so the photos I
took of him werealive, different and, Thope,
liberating for him.

Steffi: Meeting the nuns for example and
having the opportunity to get to understand
whatmoves them, wasavery special, almost
an enlightening experience. But there were
so many others. In some way, each encoun-
ter was special and each person’s life story
ended up teaching us something new.

How did you choose who should bein the
book?
Well firstly, we wanted to have all of the ele-
ments covered, so we made sure we had peo-
ple connected to the sea, themountains,and
the air.

In calling the book “Faces of Mallorca”, we
wanted to show a different face of the island
—thereallocal face that we don’t always have
the opportunity to see; and in that context
we wanted to show a diverse range of people
who each lead very different lives.

Butone ofthemostimportant criteria was:
the person had to be interesting to us, as we
feltthatifwe didn’t feelmoved by theirstory,
no one else would be.

We are happy to say that after all the time
we have spent writing, creating and editing
the book, we can still flip through the pages,
and they continue tomake ussmile. We hope
the reader will feel the same.

What form of support did you receive?

Itwasreally important tous that wehadboth
local Majorcan and international endorse-
ments. We were delighted that Toni Nadal
and Andreu Serra, the Tourism Minister of
Majorca supported the book. Internationally,
it has been endorsed by Tony Wheeler, the
creatorofthe Lonely Planet along with other
leadingauthorsandinternational journalists.

Faces of Mallorca is available to buy on Ama-
zon and at bookstores throughout Mallorca.
You can follow Faces of Mallorca on Facebook &
Instagram at facesofmallorca

ARTS SOCIETY MAJORCA

Clashing with the launch of Faces of Mal-
lorca, November 11 also sees the fascinating
Arts Society lecture about Barcelona 1900:
Wealth, poverty and violence in society
and superb creativity in Art. Details: mal-
lorca@theartsociety.org



